


Spittal Community Council
Minutes of the Meeting held at Spittal School on Wednesday 4 March 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
Present
Cllr Edith Whitby (Chair)
Rev. David Rees
Wendy Oriel
County Cllr Steve Yelland
Jonathan Whitby
James Gwilt
Adam Constable
Daniel Jones – Clerk
Trevor Theobald – Spittal Forum (Item 3)
1. Apologies for Absence
No apologies for absence were received.
2. Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were made.
3. Spittal Forum – Attendance & Discussion
Trevor Theobald attended the meeting on behalf of the Spittal Forum. He explained that the Forum meets monthly on a Saturday in the Church Hall and also holds four additional meetings each year to discuss community matters and potential funding opportunities. He provided the Council with a copy of the Spittal Action Plan produced following community feedback.
Members discussed the annual village fireworks display and queried whether the associated insurance could be arranged through the Forum or whether it would need to remain under the Community Council.
Members expressed support for continuing the fireworks event.
Resolved: That the Clerk investigate insurance arrangements and indicative costs for the fireworks event, and contact Letterston Community Council to seek advice regarding their fireworks insurance arrangements.
The Council thanked Mr Theobald for attending and providing the information. Mr Theobald left the meeting following this item.
4. Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2026 were presented and approved as a correct record. The minutes were signed by the Chair.
5. Matters Arising
The Clerk will establish a WhatsApp group for Council communications.
The Clerk will investigate alternative website hosting options for the Community Council.
The Clerk will explore whether alternative providers may assist with the preparation or support of the Council’s accounts.
The Clerk will research improved interest rates for Council savings and report back with options.
The Clerk confirmed that an appeal to HMRC regarding the £200 PAYE penalty would be submitted.
An invoice relating to the bus shelter requires payment. The Clerk will obtain a copy of the invoice via email.
Members discussed improvements to the bus shelter, including the possible addition of seating.
Work to the village tree was agreed.
Members discussed repainting the bus shelter. The Clerk will contact the Head Teacher to explore whether pupils may assist, with the Council providing paint.
6. Highways & Drainage Issues
Wendy Oriel reviewed the consolidated list of highways and drainage issues and confirmed that a small number had now been resolved.
Resolved: That the Clerk submit the remaining issues to Pembrokeshire County Council for further action.
7. Finance
7.1 Precept 2026/27 Update
The Clerk confirmed that the 25% precept increase previously agreed by the Council had been submitted and approved by Pembrokeshire County Council for the 2026/27 financial year.
7.2 Budget 2026/27
The Clerk presented an updated budget breakdown for the 2026/27 financial year incorporating the most recent figures from the Council’s bank statements. The projected budget had been slightly reduced from earlier estimates. Members reviewed the budget and confirmed they were satisfied with the proposed figures.
Resolved: That the 2026/27 budget framework be approved.
7.3 Clerk’s Wages & Employment Arrangements
It was confirmed that the Clerk has historically been paid twice per year in March and September and members agreed that this arrangement should continue.
An employment contract confirming the Clerk’s appointment from late January 2026 was presented and signed. Members agreed that the Clerk’s wages would be paid on a pro‑rata basis from the start date through to March.
The Clerk presented a Lloyds Bank mandate form to update the Council’s authorised signatories.
Resolved: That the mandate be completed and submitted to Lloyds Bank including the addition of an additional authorised signatory.
8. Correspondence Received
The Clerk presented a thank‑you letter from Sandy Bear Children’s Bereavement Charity which members noted.
Members discussed an invitation from Wolfscastle Community Council to participate in a community litter pick on 29 March 2026. It was noted that the Spittal Forum already undertakes litter picking activities within the village.
9. Community Matters
Members noted that matters relating to the Village Green, trees, bus shelter and insurance considerations had already been discussed earlier in the meeting.
10. Administration & Communication
Members noted that communication arrangements, including the establishment of a Council WhatsApp group, had been discussed earlier in the meeting.
The Clerk confirmed that PAYE payroll compliance matters, including the HMRC penalty notice, had been raised and that the necessary steps would be taken to address the issue.
11. Any Other Business
Members discussed comments previously made by Cllr Wendy Oriel and whether a formal apology should be issued by the Community Council.
Resolved: That no further action be taken by the Community Council in relation to this matter.
Members expressed appreciation to former councillors and the previous Clerk, Eirian Forrest, for their service and commitment to the Community Council.
Members also raised concerns regarding an increased police presence within the village following comments from residents. County Cllr Steve Yelland advised that incidents should be reported directly and supported by evidence.
12. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Community Council will be held on Wednesday 1 April 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at Spittal School.
The meeting closed at 9:12 p.m.



